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erates, iivo of which were repulsed. The first charge, as he

terms it, was merely an advance of a battalion of sharpshoot-

ers, under Captain John Young, which drove in the Federal

pickets and skirmishers. Captain Young reported that there

was only a line of picket pits in our front. Under this im-

pression the Sixteenth, Twenty-second and Thirty-fourth

North Carolina regiments, and Benning's Georgia Brigade,

were ordered to charge. On reaching the edge of the woods,

Benning's men, seeing a strong line of works, well manned, in

their front, were halted. The Twenty-second Kegiment

charged up to the works, but, having lost their support on

their right, were withdrawn. They were not repulsed. Pri-

vate Ellison, of Company L, snatched an United States flag

from the earth works in this charge, and brought it away
with him. Shortly after this Lane's, MacRae's and another

brigade of ITeth's Division, with the Twenty-second Regi-

ment covering their left flank, charged the position and car-

ried the works in splendid style. Hampton's cavalry shared

in the attack and rendered most efficient service.

An incident worthy of record occurred in the winter of

1864:-'65, while the Twenty-second N^orth Carolina was on

duty on the lines south of Petersburg, Va., in support of Bat-

tery 45. General A. P. Hill, commanding the corps, was

desirous of getting certain information with regard to the

force and position of the enemy on his front. This he thought

might be obtained by the capture of some prisoners, and he

directed General A. M. Scales, commanding brigade, to make
a foray on the skirmiish line or picket posts of the enemy op-

posite his lines. General Scales detailed Captain C. Prank
Siler, of Company M, of the Twenty-second JSTorth Carolina,

to undertake the expedition with a part of the sharpshooters

of the brigade.

Captain Young, who commanded the sharpshooters, was
temporarily absent. Siler was ordered to report to General

James H. Lane and get a reinforcement from the sharpshoot-

ers of that brigade, but before making the move, Siler wished
to reconnoitre the position. To effect this thoroughly, he
adopted a ruse. Crossing to the Yankee lines he offered,

with the usual signals, to exchange newspapers, as was often


